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Porgy & Bess= Ziegfeld 3/9/53. Unanimous rave reviews, with but a few 


minor complaints, recorded for almost everything and everybaly in Robert 
Breen and Blevins Davis production of the Gershwin-Heyward American folk 
‘opera classice Critics ,who attended a Monday matinee. performance for the 


casts of the current NY shows,generally agreed that this,the 5th production 
of the show NY has seen, is the best. Leslie Scott and Leontyne. Price,who 


‘share title roles with 2 other pairs of singers, weré rated superb both in .- 


the acting ani singing departmg ts. Cab Calloway's: "Sportin' Life™ was en- 
joyed by all but Watts, Post, who would have liked entire proceedings better 
if it weren't so grimly determined to be tumultyouse. Coleman,Mirror,ésole — 
reviewer to object to matinee openings. He.noted that critics had just as 


much difficulty in getting to their seats as an an opming night, and. that 


it séemed hard for a night owl to fall under the spell of illusion in 
broad daylighte Kerr,Herald Tribune, tabs production the most restless, 
urgent,shatteringly explosive prodwtion of the work yet. seen»-Whatever 
the incidental excesses ,he concludes, it's a thrilling show. Wolfgang 
Roth's excellent set of Catfish Alley praised, though several eritics think 
show is limited by staging hurricane scme on 2nd floor levele Atkinson, 


. Times,raved that all sing.and act as though they believed in the validity 


of what they are doing, performance is powerfully sincere,expressing the 
tempestuousness of the music with conviction. Alexander Smallens, orchestra 
leader in last 3 productions of show,also highly lauded by asi , 


Wy 3 Angels- Morosco 3/11/53 Split verdict rendered on Sam ‘and Bella 
Spewack comedy,based on Albert Husson's French play "La. Cuisine des Anges." 


" Staged by Jose Ferrer, produc ed by Saint Subber, Rita Allen and Archie Thomson, 


it was found delightful throughout by Mirror,News, orld Telegram:& Sun,Journal 
American and Eagle aisle-sitterse Walter Slezak,Jcrome Cowan mq Darren 
McGavin all okayed,along with supporting cast. Cin, listed comedy 

as a good Spring tonic,easy t take and it will uske vou feel bettere 
Coleman,Mirror ,reports f*rst nighters gave most robust, spontaneous ,appre= 
ciative laughter and applause of seasone Times,Herald Tribwme, and Post 
critics dissented,general opinion that author's original ideas outlined 

in first act went steadily downhill. Atkinson, Times, panned -that if everyone 
were a Frenchman show would be celistial entertainm™m te Main trouble,as 
Times man views it, is that bubbling French style in first act was over- 

come by routine American comdy in the 2nd and 3rd acte 


Misalliance- Barrymore 3/1/53.6 Trade papers critics were pleasantly sur- 
prised by NY City Theatre Company's revival. of Shaw comedy starring Barry 
Jonese Comedy unviels,remarks Billboard's aisle-sitter as one of the most 
hilarious evenings to hit NY in years. Director Albert Marre,critic notes, 
rates a deep bowe Bron,Variety, thought first act was slow end talky,but rest 
of evening went with a bange Cyril Ritchard's direction credited by Lewis, 
Cue,and others in keeping the play moving so swiftly. Time critic also gave 
top honors to director for playing it as pure fargee While Gibbs, New Yorker, 
rated it as singularly entertaining, though talkative. 
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' Off Broadway ' 


Theatre de Lys acquired by John 
Post Construction Corp,builder who 
handled extensive. reconstruction 
job...Lemonade Opera resumes oper= _ 


ations this summer at Gresnwich Mews 


with The Return of Don F:dro, set 


to music of MozarteccNew . Dramatists 


Committee to stage two showings of: 
Tiges,new play by John Greenfeld ‘Mar 


25-29 at Palm GardensesesEquity Libr-. 
ary next production will be:Sean Ot: 


Casey's Witthin’the Gates Mar "B5<29 
eeeTho _Big Dewi’ Dewi’, new play doctor 
Ossic Davis; presented by New Play-. 
wrights at ‘Yugos lew ‘Hell; panned by 
Funke, Times',‘ ‘and’ ‘Vene,Variety,as a: 


very poor first, at 


ghtinge. ° 


Neaudeville 


Teddy and. “Phyllis Rodribues subb-. 
ed for Darvas arid Julia ‘in Danny Kaye: 


show at Palace,while Darvadé sprained 
back heals.eeAcademy of Music on 14th 
St, tests vaude:Merch-16-22 with Al - 
Martino,Sherry Britton and othersees 
«Music Hall "Continental" revue drew 
‘split notices from trade press .Fran» 
cis, Billboard,okayed entire product-— 
ion as superior, whkle Chan,V ariety, 
thought- it much below usual house 
standard in time, talent and ‘spectacle. 


Both enjoyed Bileen ors 


- GIFT “SUBSCREPHION COU 


Fate 


BROADWAY GRIFE BOX 


Entertainmnt workers and fans 
‘invited to file “gripes” against 


ties,: general and/or specfic, in "Br- 


oadway Gripe Box" % Critical Digest. 


“Identity will be held confidential, 

letter must be signed.Best 

’ ‘gripe ‘of week, in opinion of editor, 
Swill of. a new thea tre 


WINNER Watts, Post,has never 


‘got Hollywood out of his blood,charges 


. ‘an outeof town edi-tore Griper believes 
that while critio pretenis to belittle 
“movie actresses ,he actually ‘places 


. .Ls when “they attend ‘opening night drunk, 
‘notes an actor in a Broadway playe 


‘Pilling of “TV. column almost daily 
‘with ‘publicity ‘handouts listed again- 


en 


2.2 


CRITICAL DIGEST, 505-5th Ave, NYC 


Perfect gift 52 wééks a year for ‘the: ‘discriminating fan,s tudent, 
editor,executive. Keéps them fully informed, helps them buy ente 


er tainimen’ t wisely. 


Digests reviews.:50 NYC’& LA newspapers,maga- 


zines, tradé journals, broadcasts. ‘Theatré,films,night olubs,rest- 
aurants,1TV, Off Broadway,etc covered. exclusive: interviews 
with interesting newcomers, digests ‘of: past hits, reports on for 
ums,etcs Special-summér features and étrawhat reports. $10°for. 


NAMB 


Check Attached 
wes Bill me 
Bill Company 


' Green Room  Departuent * 


PICK ETS &+ PLAYWRIGHTS eeeMid-Summer and The Crucible faced unusual attacks from 
specialized groups. Former was picked by Hotel and Club Employes Union, 
Local 6,AFL, who claim that hotel maids are libeled via the show's slat- 
ternly hotel maid. Immediate result is that union has inserted notice in 
program noting that onstage character bears no resemblence to the original 
products Controversy on The Crucible hinges on the playwright's portrayal 
of legal justice in his play of Salem witch huntinge Thomas Sidlo,chair- 
man of public relations committee of American Bar Association asked in a 
letter than certain lines be eliminated or edited. Author Arthur Miller's 
refusal to honor request pointed out that the role of the judges of the 
court was really much more reprehensible than the play describesece 
Chapman, News,advised playwrights of both plays not to give an inch to such — 
demands. While Sheaffer, Eagle,expects landlords to. ‘start picke ting Wonder= 
ful any ‘day NOW. 


COLUMN Tom’ Ewell and Shirléy Booth will wits Best Actor Actress. 
award at Tory": dinner, predicts ‘Winche1l.. York's Fire: Department: 
oracking * “on smoking violations: ber theatrés,reports Vi se 


THEA TRE IDEAS. Broadway is ini tating the Chautaqua ‘ef by’ "arena tic 
readings,” NBC ‘Leon - Pearsom,explains. Peoplé haven't changed very much 
from the circuit’ readings té6 John BrowmisBody, ° though the price of the 
tickets have raised,he notese.eneaders’ opinioris on possible plays for: . 
producers to revive sought by Coleman, Mirror. Critic urges Paul Gregory 
to beok Tyrone” Power in’ a revival of Rostand's de 


MILLER AT CIRCLE. m in discussion by Arthur: Miller at-Sunday after- 
noon:Circlé in‘Square' forum interested Keating;Cue. Reviewer:was interested 
to hear that Miller felt somewhat revolted at the success of: Death of A 
Salesman,feeling that intense personal identification which many felt for . 
fitlIe Sharacter, got in the way of their of. ‘the a 


CRITICAL THOUGHTS..eArrogance and inattention of openitig’ audiences: on 
Broadway offered remarkable illustration, points out Hawkins, World Tele-— 
gram & Sun. Constant applause at each actor's first’ entrance and exit, 
almost ruined the closing of ‘Two's’ Company should, 
if nothing else, come however as a certain relief from taut ne nerves and 
high tension at the producers officeseee7 FM'¢urtain was never given a 
fair test,complains Sylvester, News. Monday is worst night in week for 
theatre. Thursday,Maid Night's Out, might have worked better, while some 
shows could have tried 2 or more 7 PM openings. get weeks 


"Theatre “News - 


24 persons injured outside of 46th St Theatre:after matinee of Guys” And 
Dolls when car mounted: sidewalk. eeShow of -Month Club: filed $3 million: sui 
against Shuberts charging trust action in denying organization access: 
theatre tickets Joey closes April 18,0: tour: with Carol Bruce in lead: 
eeeRoger Littleford named editor Billboart;to replace Joe Csida who will 
come general manager of doy’ music’ publishing firmse.eMichael Wager sybbing 
for Roddy McDowall, Misalliencee..sHoward Cullman announced he and a group were 
considering erection of an office building that would contain a theatree 


St, ‘Trens ‘Lux. 8/11/5380 3/12/53 


Majority” oF dei Ty, critics found MGM but. 2 of NYC daily. film critics 


Les jie Caron, Mel; Ferrer,.. roved Republi¢ film-on N, tional 
Sear, Prerre amon and assorted pup= ,. Guardsmen activities in -Italy.News, 
pets fun. and Post. critics Mirror,Journal American ViT&S men 
‘thought picture misséd,mos tly bee thought, it a fine film. John 
cause sor ‘Tacked’ ‘SubtletyeQuinn, Derek and John Barrymore, jr.were 
Mirror, recommended it: for its qtaint, praised. Thirer, Pust,okayed it as 
refreshing novelty. Caron* s charm bang up sction for its. own limi ted 
thdiates through what mizht have been  audiences., Times thought it merely 
stitky filn, praises Guernsey, Herald ariu of dhe firing line war film; 
Tribune while Cuernsey, Herald, Trivune, could 


‘name at least,12 better war filmse 

Rosemary Flin debut in Para, City Benganth the Sea-State 3/12/ 
moun musical pleased News, Mirror,J ou- rev reviews; fi ted. -against Universal 
Americen,NY World Telegram & Sun Interngtignal. -teghnico lor filme News 
critiés: But Times, Her&ld Tribune and and Mirror critics gave it mild okay 


Post critics doubted if a few nice interesting filn,but majority pan- 
songs by Clooney, Lauritz Melchior ned. Ate: ‘Hera Tribune listed it as 
and Anna Maria Alberghetti were éx- mi ‘another undersea mixture con= 


cuse enough for a pic suresAll. cri: bics- bed many, s before,with no extra 

admitted that film debutante can put. “Seasoning tq,:se% it off from .the 

over a song, though several noted ‘She Commonplace. ‘Times.. thought title most 

is nét yet ready to fill Betty ‘Hutton “interesting part of film,which other 

yd wise wag as uninspired and as 

‘Shets Back On Mermaid, was. inoluded,notes Cook, 

3/12/58 . Wide differences of, opinion... Journal Amerioan, qritic can 


recorded on Warner’ ‘olor musical, . “he. added. to, minority for ite 
with Virginia Mayor ‘and Gene Nelson. 


considered it handsome, interés tin, oF = 
title very bad »implying pic.ture, was. 
@ sequel to something « B 
Herald Tribune arid ‘critics voted 
noe Weak, loosely conéeived, "Dor orly,,,. 
made, lists Guernsey, Herald Tribune. 
Commonplace melange of misunderstand, gue 
ings,dances and uninspired score, com 
plains Times man Thirer, Post,aczrees 
that Mayor is probably the prettiest. 
girl in films,but that is about 
she said in praise of filme ===... | 


@ee ‘ 


Yiomen's g9,541 son, is, the. answer to diverse, requests for. 
spot for various, dishes, and orders . to, ‘take. -home, okays’ Paddleford, Herald. , 
TribuneseeFinlend House , 39. ». Hollena House.. Taverne, 10. Rockefeller Plazayand 
Copenhagen, SE 52nd, recommended. by. DeWitt, Cue,for folks:seeking :best, in. foreign 
foods plus friendly atmos pher ees eChandler's, 46, ree ommend ed by, Dana,Viorl d 
Telé gram & Sun,for those who like lobsters in various wayse 


= 


Newcomer 


of Promise-=Cordon Pollock ' 


"Broadway's most glamorous stage 
hand" is the rave billing Gordon 
Pollogk received, recently from 
“nard Sillman,’ "New Faces" prodiicer. 
If you only lnew that the friendly 
young man was an electrician at the 
Sillman musical revue, you might 
wonder why he rated such praise 
from his boxxe But when you begin 
to learn of the multi activities of 
the dynamic newcomer in the product 
ion field, you begin to consider 
such a label an understatemen ts 


_ Two activites are currently re=- 
- sponsible for Gordon's jump from 
stagehand to producere He is mak- 
ing his Broadway debut in the pro- 
duction department as co-producer of 
“Time Out for Ginger", presented’ in 
association with Shepard Traube and 
Don Hersey. Gordon is also the pro 
ducer of "First Ballet Sextet,"a 
project which will send top ballet 
stars around the country during the 
off | 


from a theatrical family 
gave him a headstar in the theatre; 
‘ Gordon told "CRITICAL DIGEST."His 
mother wasa ballet dancer, and 


his father was a stagehand. Gordon 


appeared on hundreds of radio show” 
and ‘plays as an actors. His favorit‘e 


tend."" ‘When’ the producer-to-be was 


17 he joined, the US Navy. After the. 


war he attended and graduated’ 
‘from the University of Towa 
ing in dramatics. es: 


Not being a person 


much time, Gordon's first job after, 


leaving college was as head of prop 
erty procurement for NBC TV, he re 
calls. From this he joined Ballet 


Theatr? as a carptner, ayd toured. 
the scvntry with the dance. groupe . . 


While ‘a.i1l assigned to this group, . 
Gordor ‘»rodw ed 2 dence films that 


have, been shown widely, to non-comm,. 


‘ercial groupse | 


Aisle." _ This 


Gordon next worked as a stagehand 

in Bert Lahr's hit show “wo OnThe 
was @ very impor tant 
job for. ‘the affable newcomers both of 
his current projects were born there. 
Script of Ronald Alexander's comedy, 
which had made the rounds of many pro- 
ducers for s2,;2val years, was acquir 
ed by Gordon while a stagehand in 
this showe In addition he also start 
ed planning "First Ballet Sextet.” The 
idea evolved when Gordon discovered 
that ballet stars, like baseball play 
ers have a lot of free time between 
seasons. His first thought was for a 
ballet quartet, then a ballet quintet, 
and now plans call for a “First Ballet 
Sextet." Group composed of Nora Kaye 
Melissa Hayden, Diana Adams, Patricia 


_ Wilde, Andre Aglevsky and Hugh Laing 


tour from April 4 to 25 through the 
south and mid weste | 


Unlike most ballet producers ,Gordon 
doubts very © “ch if TV hasbeen any in- 
fluence.on the development of a new 


we nationwide ballet audience. It has 
not been a factor,he. ‘explains, because 
has not shawn. ballet to its best 


advantage. CBS TV Omibus, he stated, 
has but with 1 or 2 recent exceptions, 


shown ‘ballet at its worst disadvantage. 
ie Bad ‘material, bad presentation, and 
bad direction were blamede The talented 
radio show wis the famed "Let's Pre 


newcomer believes that to present 
ballet’ correctly, on TV or any other 
medium, one must have.the knowledge 


the material ‘presented, and a know 
j ledge of the audiece aimed ate 


Future plans. call for many more 


“tours by ballet groups back and forth 
‘Across the countrye Summer dance groups 


are also booked. Next year a cross 


‘country ‘tour of "Seven Lively Arts" 


performers is being booked. And just 


_..to keep in practice, Gordon is trying 


to get the rights to a script for a 


Play for Broadwaye 


Viith “New Faces" due .to close ine 


few weeks Gordon ‘may lose the title 


Sillman bestowed, ‘but he will certain- 


ly. by-one of "Broadway's Busiest Pro- 


ducer." 
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STALIN COVERAGE. +eNBC TV documentary film rated as a thoroughly interesting 
3 viswl job by Gould, NY Times. Critic suggested network could use Henry 
Cassidy,who did the narration on film, more frequently, His quiet and 
a, . lower keyed delivery and his touch of sardonic humor might make him NBC 
he counterpart to CBS -Ed Murrow..sAny radio or IV commentator worth his 
salt cen, given a few grains of hot. dope from ean informed source, cone 
jecture for hours,notes Crosby,HY Herr’ Tribune; and the Stalin death 
no “étceptions: Most flowery confes:igu of ignorance prize ‘awarded 
to. Du Barry 


THOUGHTS. eLos’ geles viewers who cen shows will 
; find’ many bf thes programs more palatabie than meny of the Hollywood 
brerid’, predic ts, Humphrey, LA releases on V subjects make 


Pearson will pick up spons ur ges Price, LA News. ‘Commen ta tor 

has tremendous following-throughout: the nation, Broadcaster fears that 
«: progra m is being, 4ased off air at insistence of Sen. McCarty and 


“EVA GABOR SHOT ent chatter on WABC yed by Gould, NY Times, 
., end’ ‘Baer /N¥ NY' Joumai American. Former found her bub ng, spirits 
oe priimfly” responsible for negotiating the coup of the Season. Program 


a ve ‘interview with Walter Winchell was swell radio, expecially because it 


ont 30. Latter critic,subbing for O'Brian, is sure new broad- 
ope ter ber long to a voice that purrs 
TER OWS, 

agrees. ‘Start’ s téFiedIdck: that a first 
tate réconteur “toa tale, panned: Van Horne, NY. “World Telegram-Sune 

Problem is simply poor has nothing; to..do- in new. show, outlines Gould, 
Times. His, as performer are 't being’ used. at ally 


TV Theatme produc! ion of Whistling in the Dark 
, .WOS an ingenious and absorbing 4x, Grane tivation or a stage 
hot" exactly’ exciting onegcby Van,. Horne, NY Was TV 

Playtouse: production of; "A Tri p-to Younti ful * ‘yahks' &s' one 
the finest ‘dramas performed on: IV date raves Bi llboard.Success 
‘Hotere’ of its fragile..plot premise, and introspéctive heroine 


Emlyn Williams brings his impressions of Charles Dickens to Biltmore,start- 
ing March 30+eeTurnabout Theatre booking parties for start of weeke.eUCLA 
production of The Wedding Present,new play by Helen Sloan Stetson,fulfills 
university's experimental theatre needs, lauds Patterson Greene,: Examiner. 
eeeLA School Theatre,new group which will bring classics to schools,given 
vote of cheer by Norton, New8seeeEthean Frone,produced by Players Ring,okayed 
by Bongard, News,as a pertinent revival ofan earthy melodrane 


e 
sae ,',,,.0m liquor advertising over air chided by Minoff,Cue. Reviewer wonders | 
announcer’ ‘thinks club\soda is’"mixed" with,maltéd milk? 
: g 


